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FRESHMAN SEMINAR PROPOSAL

Red-Stockings, Blue-Stockings and Other Rebellious Women:
The History of Feminism in the Western World 

Course description and objectives:


Feminism is a recent term, coined in the nineteenth century, but its intellectual history goes back much further.  In the Western world, the “Woman Question” has provoked spirited debate at least since the 15th century.  This course is designed to investigate some of the thoughts and ideas promoted by feminists and women’s rights advocates over the past 500 years.  All our readings will be texts written by women who took part in these debates, allowing us to understand feminist ideas have changed over time. 
Course requirements:

The most important requirement for this class is your active and constant participation throughout the quarter.  You will be asked to read a number of articles and/or sections of books for each class period.  (The reading schedule is listed below.)  I expect you to come to class with these readings completed, prepared to ask questions and participate in a discussion.


In addition you will be asked to complete one short take-home assignment (2-3 typed, double-spaced pages) and a final take-home exam.

Required reading:

Students will be required to purchase a copy of Margaret Walters: Feminism: A Very Short Introduction (2005).  Copies will be available at the SBX Bookstore on High Street.

All other reading materials will be provided in class or they will be available on-line through Carmen. Please note that it is your responsibility to make sure that you acquire the assigned reading in plenty of time to prepare thoroughly for class discussions.

Course Credit and Grading policies:


This will be a one (1) credit class.  You will receive a letter grade upon completion of the course.

Your grade will be based on your attendance, participation and written work.  Come to class.  Listen, discuss, ask questions, contribute your ideas.  It is part of learning and it is part of your grade.  More than two unexcused absences will result in a grade of “zero” for the “class participation” component of your grade.  A pattern of tardiness will also result in a reduced grade for this aspect of the course.

The following percentages represent the relative weight that will be given to each component of the course.  These are guidelines, not hard and fast rules.  I reward progress and effort.  Please fell free to discuss your general standing with me at any time during the quarter.




Class participation:

50%




Take-home assignment:
25%




Final exam:


25%

Other important information:
Students in need of particular pedagogical or physical accommodations should contact me immediately so that specific arrangements can be made.  Students with disabilities should be registered with the Office of Disability Services (292-3307).

Academic Misconduct:


To state the obvious, academic misconduct is not allowed and will be reported to the University Committee on Academic Misconduct.  The most common form for misconduct is plagiarism.  Remember that any time you use the ideas or the materials of another person or persons, you must acknowledge in a citation that you have done so.  This includes material that you have found on the Web.

Class  schedule:

Week 1:
Introduction



No required reading.
Week 2:
In Defense of Women: The Roots of Western Feminism



Required reading:



Excerpt of Christine de Pizan: The City of Ladies (1404)



Excerpt of Anne Marie van Schurman: On the Capacity of the Female

Mind for Learning (1640)
Week 3:
“Born Free and Equal”? Women and the Enlightenment



Required reading:



Excerpt from Mary Wollstonecraft: Vindication of the Rights of


Woman (1792)

Week 4:
Women and Social Reform in the Early 19th Century



Required reading:

Angelina Grimke: “An Appeal to the Christian Ladies of the South” (1836)
Sarah Grimke: “Letters on the Equality of the Sexes” (1837)

Week 5:
The 1840s: The Birth of Organized Feminism




Required reading:

Excerpt from Elizabeth Cady Stanton: Declaration of Sentiments and Resolutions (1848) 
Week 6:
First-Wave Feminism: Goals and Struggles


Required reading:

Excerpt from Emily Davies: The Higher Education of Women (1866)

Week 7:
Women’s Suffrage Campaigns


Required reading:



Frances Power Cobby: “Letter to the Woman’s Tribune” (1884)



Mrs. Humphrey Ward: “An Appeal Against Female Suffrage” (1889)



Week 8:
Fighting for the Vote: The Militant Suffrage Campaigns


Required reading:



Excerpt from Sylvia Pankhurst: The Suffragette Movement (1931)



Week 9:
Sexuality, Birth Control and Abortion: Twentieth Century Struggles


Required reading:



Margaret Sanger: “Woman and the New Race” (1920)

Week 10:
Bra-Burners? Second-Wave Feminism


Required reading:



Excerpt from “The Feminist Manifesto” (1971)
Excerpt from the Boston Women’s Health Collective: Our Bodies, Ourselves (1973) 
About the Instructor:

Birgitte Soland teaches European women's and gender history. Her research interests include the history of women, youth, children and children's rights. She is the author Becoming Modern: Young Women and the Reconstruction of Womanhood in the 1920s (Princeton, 2000), and she has co-edited Gender, Kinship, Power: A Comparative and Interdisciplinary History (Routledge, 1996), and Secret Gardens, Satanic Mills: Placing Girls in European History, 1750-1960 (Indiana University Press, 2004.) In 2003 Professor Soland won the CLIO Award for Outstanding Teaching in History.

